
 

 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 
The beautiful season of Christmas is approaching and most people in the world rejoice; feelings 
are changing into something more festive, families decorate their homes with lights and 
ornaments, and churches begin to look a little fuller. It is an inescapable sign that something good 
is about to happen, rather, that someone is about to come. We do not remain sitting, passive, 
without preparing ourselves, when we know that the Lord is coming, that He is always close to his 
people. 

 
The mystery of the Nativity of the Lord is one of the most important events in the history of 
humankind. God wanted to become man to show his closeness to all human beings. We do not 
have a God who isolates himself, who hides, who ignores his creation, but a God who has 
wanted to be as close as possible to what he created. In the manger of Bethlehem God has 
manifested himself to the human being through a fragile child, wrapped in swaddling clothes, born 
at a specific moment in history, accompanied by his parents, Mary and Joseph. The child Jesus 
represents the most beautiful traits that we can find in God: his love and mercy. 

 
The simplicity of the birth of Jesus Christ has always caught my attention. As Pope Francis said 
last year at Mass on Christmas Eve, "The Son of God came into the world as a child comes into 
the world, weak and fragile, so that we can embrace our frailties with tenderness." There are 
times in life when we don't want to face our vulnerability. We show ourselves strong, haughty, 
arrogant, almost perfect, as if others were the only ones who need humility. However, the birth of 
Christ and his death are valuable signs of what we are called to do, to recognize our weakness 
and vulnerability before God. When we recognize our weakness we can prepare ourselves to 
face the challenges that life brings us. If we do not recognize our finitude, we crash into 
unexpected situations, which strip us of that supposed self that we had formed in our mind. The 
child of Bethlehem uncovers our misery in a merciful way. It does not judge us, nor does he 
condemn us, but rather invites us to adoration, to repentance, to receive the mercy that comes 
from God, to feel it deeply in our hearts and to transmit it to all those who desperately need the 
love and goodness of God manifested in those human beings who are next to them. 

 
Christmas is then the favorable time for salvation. Not just for our salvation at the end of time, but 
salvation here and now. We need to be saved from our selfishness, from our indifference to faith 
or others, from our lack of solidarity with brothers and sisters who are on the margins in our 
society, family, school, or workplace. This is the acceptable time, this is the day of salvation  
(2 Cor 6,2), Saint Paul affirms. We are channels of God's mercy as soon as we let his love touch 



our hearts. This is the time to exercise our call to be missionary disciples, to bring the message of 
Christ to others, and to bring others to meet our Lord. It is time to put aside the quarrels with our 
relatives, lower our heads, take the first step towards reconciliation, without waiting for the other 
to do so. This is the time to call or talk to those people to whom we promised not to separate from 
each other. This is the special time to do something extraordinary for the other person, 
remembering that something wonderful for the other can be something as simple as a 'good 
morning'. 

 
The Lord will come; he is true to his word. If he seems to delay, keep watch for him, for he will 
surely come. I want to offer a message of hope to those who are struggling this year-end season. 
As a parish community we cannot forget that there are many people who are sad due to the lack 
of a loved one this year at family dinners. Those unoccupied chairs at our tables cannot be easily 
filled. It is the fathers, mothers, sons, daughters, friends and girlfriends who have left a void in our 
once festive heart. For them we offer a prayer this year, for all those lost to the pandemic, 
violence, disease or despair. We commend them to our loving God and hold them in our hearts 
by honoring them with a beautiful Christmas celebration. For those sad and nostalgic hearts we 
ask Christ: Come, Lord, do not delay. 

 
Our parish wants to welcome all parishioners with their neighbors, friends and relatives to the 
celebrations of this beautiful season. 

 
Tuesday, December 21, 5 to 7 PM, confessions in preparation for Christmas. 
Friday, December 24, 6 PM, Bilingual Mass on Christmas Eve. 
Saturday, December 25, Masses on Christmas Day: 8 am (English) and 11 am (Spanish). 
Sunday, December 26, Masses on the Feast of the Holy Family: 8 am (English) and 11 am (Spanish). 
Friday, December 31, 5 PM, Holy Hour to thank God for the year that is ending; and New Year's Eve 
bilingual Mass at 6 pm. 
Saturday, January 1, Solemnity of Holy Mary, Mother of God: 8 am (English) and 11 am (Spanish). 
Sunday, January 2, Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord: 8 am (English) and 11 am (Spanish). 

 
I also want to invite you to offer your Christmas gift to the parish through the special envelope you 
have received. This donation is different to the Sunday collection. You can put your envelope on 
the collection or bring it to the parish office. Your generosity to the parish of St. Stanislaus is 
always appreciated and needed. 

 
Thanks to all the parishioners who have attended Mass this year and to those who, even with 
health difficulties, have continued to be part of our parish from their homes. Thank you to all the 
ministers who have followed their service vocation in the parish. Without you this parish could not 
function because it is up to the community itself to provide the liturgical, spiritual and social 
services from which so many people benefit. Thank you all for making St. Stanislaus a living 
community. May the Lord accompany us in the new year and show us the way forward. He is 
always close to his people. The Lord is coming. Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus! Do not delay, 
because we are waiting for you! 

 
Merry Christmas and blessings in the New Year 2022! 
 
 
 

Fr. Robinson Ortiz 
Parish Administrator 


